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Wednesday, March 21, 2018                12:00 p.m.                    Room 521 House Office Building  

 

The House Standing Committee on Local Government was called to order by Chairman Lower.   

 

Members present: Reps. Lower, Crawford, Runestad, Howell, Alexander, Frederick, Hauck, 

Green, Moss, Ellison, Cambensy. 

Members absent/excused: None. 

 

Representative Frederick moved to adopt the minutes of February 28, 2018.  There being no 

objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 

 

Chairman Lower laid the following bills before the committee: 

 

HB 5325 (Afendoulis) Economic development; other; principal shopping district act; 

revise. 

 

HB 5720 (VerHeulen) Economic development; other; business improvement zones; 

modify. 

 

Representative Afendoulis testified in support of the bills.  Questions and discussion followed. 

 

Andy Guy, representing the Downtown Grand Rapids Inc. (DGRI), testified in support of the 

bills.  Questions and discussion followed. 

 

Jen Rigterink, representing the Michigan Municipal League, submitted a card in support of the 

bills, but did not wish to speak. 

 

The following people submitted a card in support of HB 5720, but did not wish to speak: 

 

Mark Wallace, representing the Detroit Riverfront Conservancy. 

Patrick Harrington, representing the Downtown Detroit Partnership. 

 

Chairman Lower laid before the committee a presentation on Other Post-Employment Benefits 

(OPEB) and Pension Data, by the Michigan Department of Treasury. 

 

Eric Scorsone, Deputy Treasurer for the Michigan Department of Treasury, gave a presentation 

on Pension, OPEB, and Public Act 202 of 2017, to the committee.  Questions and discussion 



 

followed. 

 

There being no further business before the committee, Chairman Lower adjourned the meeting, 

the time being 12:43 p.m. 
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